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Bill with (L) an R-2 and (R) a highly 
modified Raven MB. The R-2 spans 100”, 
the Raven 110”. Both of these are 
considered to be plank planforms. 

The Vitesse, a sophisticated swept wing 
designed and built by Dave Camp and 
Glyn Fonteneau. Span is 134”, and 
features compound winglets.
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The Strato hand-launch glider and the rubber-powered Sleek Streak. Both of these 
were manufactured by North Pacific of Bend Oregon beginning in the early 1950s.
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Aeromodeller Annual 
1960 (-1961), p.78
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Curt Weller and Elfe II
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• Section 1: Notes on Planks

• Section 2: How Planks Fly

• Section 3: Making Improvements
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Fit Fit  (circa 1984)
Frank Dimmeler
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Chuck and Little Plank III 2013
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17

Blackbird 2M with CJ2309 airfoil



  

MK N2A (circa 1982)
Manfred Konermann

MK N4 (circa 1984)
Manfred Konermann
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Roger Sanders’ Windfreak



  

Windlord
Ken Bates
Model Aviation March 1978
AMA NATS 2007
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Windlord
Ken Bates

Model Aviation March 1978
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A Dave Jones designed Raven MB on winch tow.
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Clark YS
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AV-32

Blackbird 2M

R-2

Cross-over point

Cross-over point

Cross-over point

CJ-3406

Cross-over point



  

Blackbird XC
FAI max wing area = 2325 in2, 16.15 ft2

Weight = 8.5 lbs
Wing Loading = 8.4 oz/ft2

BW 05 02 09
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Jim Marske Pioneer III
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Frise Aileron
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Jim Marske Pioneer II
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Jim Marske Pioneer III
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Kasper Tab
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Bill & Bunny Kuhlman
With ¼ scale Pioneer IID

1988 National Mid-Columbia 
RC Scale Soaring Fun Fly and

Soaring Social
(May 27 - 29 1988)

This model is currently owned by 
Don Bailey of Seattle who has 

recovered and painted it.
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Jilles Smits 1/3 scale Pioneer III
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The wings of Jilles Smits 1/3 scale Pioneer III
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Sean Walbank Tomahawk
Because it is only for the brave!

Could be improved with separate 
elevator and aileron functions.
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Mike Dawes’ B-Cup
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Martin Simons’ PN9f
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Bill Kuhlman / Alyssa Wulick Diva
(Based on Deiter Paff’s PN9f)
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Ken Bates’ Windlord

Multiplex Airbrake
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Blackbird 1.5m RC-HLG
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To be continued
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